The 11th Form 

Writing Comprehension

Choose one of the suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Pirated products are sold all around the world. They are cheaper than the original products and widely available. However, they are illegal. Write an essay listing the advantages and disadvantages of using pirated products. Are you for or against selling and using them? What would happen if they were not allowed anywhere at all any longer?
2. Some people claim that libraries with paper books are becoming obsolete with the developments in media. Do you agree? What role will libraries play in your future and that of your peers? Can anything be done to keep libraries from becoming a thing of the past? Do you think there is any difference in information coming from the printed pages of a book and a computer screen?
3. You have been called upon to create a new national holiday for Ukraine. What person or event do you choose to honour, and why? When will you have the holiday, and how will this affect the celebration? What traditions will be associated with this holiday? Why will this holiday appeal to the citizens living in our country?

The 11th Form 

Reading Comprehension

 You are going to read an article about a weekend of adventure. For each of the questions 1-10, decide whether the given statements are T (true) or F (false) and for questions 11-20 choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. 
A Weekend with the Wild Ones

They were just ordinary people - including a social worker, an engineer, an aromatherapist and a student. But for one weekend they became intrepid adventurers, tasting the thrills of caving, abseiling and archery.

We met on Friday night: an ordinary bunch of people seeking an escape from our everyday life. Justin and James, our good-looking, fit and patient instructors laid out what they had in store for us. The menu included: an assault course, caving, canoeing, orienteering, archery, rock-climbing and even abseiling off a 30-metre viaduct.

Andy, an engineer, was ready for everything, while Neil, a student, was quietly confident as he admitted he'd done a bit of climbing before, and some hill walking. Meanwhile, Vicki and Sarah, who both worked for a design agency, declared that they had never done anything like this before and were wondering what they had let themselves in for. Kate, an aromatherapist, was very keen to get started.

Saturday began with a gentle stroll up a hill and we learned the basics of map-reading. We were only out for about three hours but some of the uphill bits were hard work and Justin had to urge us on with helpful comments such as 'Nearly there!' and 'Stopping only makes it more difficult to keep going!' Sarah amazed herself by getting to the top of the hill without fainting.

“I never knew water could taste this good!” she said, taking a swig from my bottle before collapsing onto die grass to enjoy the view.

Next was caving, something I'd always wanted to try but never got round to. A short drive in the minibus and we were at the cave entrance. We were given helmets with torches before we squeezed through the narrow gap in the rock into the cave. I had imagined we would be wading through deep pools of muddy water. It turned out to be less messy than I had expected although just as exciting. Having learned basic caving techniques and safety rules, we eventually emerged from the cave, sweaty and muddy but completely elated by the experience.

We took archery very seriously. We divided into two teams, according to age. I found myself in the older group. Andy hit the target a few limes but the rest of our performance was embarrassingly bad. We had a great time though, and in different wind conditions, it might have been a different story. That's my excuse, anyhow.

Sunday morning was abseiling, probably the most frightening experience of the weekend, but incredibly thrilling. One look at the 30-metre drop was enough to convince Vicki: there was no way she was doing it. Justin gently urged her, but wasn't going to force anyone.

As I clambered over the edge of the viaduct, my harness firmly tightened, I tried to think of something nice, such as the delicious buffet that would be our evening meal. Would I live to enjoy it? I soon discovered the truth; once yon get used to dangling in space 30 metres above rushing water, abseiling is addictive.

“I love these downhill activities!” said Sarah as she glided down gracefully.

Just when we thought things couldn't get any more challenging, we moved on to rock-climbing. We approached the 20-metre rock face. There was a tiny crack in it, but to climb it looked impossible.

Despite her fear of heights, Vicki decided to have a go, got almost to the top, then came down on the safety-rope. It was only then that she realised: “I've abseiled!”

My turn next. I had got a third of the way up before I lost my nerve and my knees turned to jelly.

“I can't do it!” I whimpered down to Justin. But Justin was clearly used to hearing this. He calmly called up instructions.

“There's a tiny ledge to your left!” And there was. “Now stick your right foot in the crack”. He had to be kidding, but he wasn’t.

“Don't use your knees!” Bit by bit, I forced myself to get to the top. I felt elated. I'd just climbed а 20-metre cliff!

Sadly, our weekend had come to an end and we collapsed into the minibus. Our bodies were still pumping adrenaline as we chatted incessantly and raved about our achievements, already planning our return trip. That is, except Sarah. She was fast asleep.

1. None of the participants had ever done any climbing before they participated in the adventure holiday.

2. They had a student in their group.

3. Caving was extremely muddy and unpleasant.

4. The author of the article was in the older team while they had archery.

5. In the author’s opinion the most frightening experience of the holiday was abseiling.

6. Sarah was scared to abseil.

7. Vicky wasn’t afraid of heights.

8. The author had got a half of the way up the hill before he panicked.

9. Justin helped the author to get to the top of the cliff.

10. The participants were very talkative on the way home.

11. Why did the participants choose to spend the weekend in this way?

A
They wanted to learn new skills. 

B

They are very adventurous people. 

C

They wanted to make new friends. 

D
They wanted a change from routine.

12. Justin and James were

A 
the chefs of the camp

B

the directors of the camp

C

the instructors of the camp

D
one of the participants of the adventure holiday

13. How did they find their first activity?

A
It was quite tiring. 

B

It was very useful. 

C

It made one person very ill. 

D
It made them all thirsty.

14. What does the underlined It in the text refer to? 

A
the water

B

the cave

C

the experience

D
the weekend

15. Which activity did the participants do in teams?

A
Caving

B

Archery

C

Abseiling

D
Climbing

16. The writer claims he would have achieved more at archery if

A
the teams had been organised differently. 

B

the weather had been different 

C

they had taken it more seriously. 

D
they hadn't spent so much time talking.

17. What happened when they first tried abseiling?

A
The instructor, Justin, had to persuade them it was safe. 

B

They nearly got extremely wet 

C

Not everybody took part in the activity.

D
They rewarded themselves with a meal afterwards.

18. What was the most demanding activity?

A
archery

B

caving

C

abseiling

D
rock-climbing

19. What happened during the rock-climbing lesson?

A
Somebody refused to start 

B   
Somebody became very anxious. 

C
            Somebody fell. 

D
The instructor, Justin, had to climb up himself.

20. At the end of the weekend, what was their strongest feeling?

A
great excitement

B

sadness

C

physical exhaustion

D
sleepiness 

Listening Comprehension. Text for the 11th form
Directions:
In this Test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet. 

Text: “The Birdmen” from A History of the US – An Age of Extremes by Joy Hakim

Suppose, tomorrow, you open your front door and there before you is a flying saucer.  A spaceman steps out and smiles.


The next day you go to school and tell your friends what you saw.  Do you think they will believe you?


Today, it is hard for us to understand what people thought when they first heard that men had flown.  Mostly, if they hadn’t seen it themselves, they didn’t believe it.  Why, if people were foolish enough to say men could fly, the next thing they might say was that someday men would walk on the moon!


But on December 17, 1903, two men flew.  They were brothers from Dayton, Ohio, and they owned a bicycle shop.  They had attended school, but neither had graduated from high school.  Their names were Wilbur and Orville Wright.  It was not luck that made them the first people in all of history to build and fly an airplane that lifted off the ground with its own power.  It was hard work and determination.  Before they built the plane they studied all that was known about flying.  They thought, argued, and experimented.  They built a wind tunnel and tested 200 differently shaped wings.  Then they drew plans and built carefully.


When they flew, it was from Kill Devil Hill at Kitty Hawk, on North Carolina’s Outer Banks.  The Outer Banks are islands that run like a row of beads along the Carolina coast.  Back in the 17th century, Sir Walter Raleigh planted a colony there, the Lost Colony.  In the 18th century, the Outer Banks were home base to Blackbeard the pirate.


Today the islands are filled with tourists and hotels and cottages.  But in 1903, Kitty Hawk was an empty sandy beach, with a few fishermen and a lifeboat station where men stood by to aid shipwrecks.  Kill Devil Hill, which is just a big sand dune, was a good place to test an airplane.


On that windy December day, Orville won the toss of a coin.  He got to fly first, lying flat on his stomach on the wing of the kite-like biplane.  Wilbur ran beside him; the plane lifted a few feet above the sand and stayed in the air for 17 seconds.  The brothers took turns and flew four flights that day.  The longest lasted 59 seconds.  It was enough.  They had flown.  The men from the lifeboat station had seen them and taken a picture.


The headlines in the morning newspaper in nearby Norfolk, Virginia – the Virginian Pilot – told of the flight, although most of the details in the story were wrong.  The brothers were upset about the poor reporting, but it didn’t much matter: no one paid attention, and other newspapers didn’t carry the story.  No one understood that birds now had competition: people would soon be flying.


Orville and Wilbur went home to Dayton and set to work.  They knew they could fly, but they also knew their plane needed improving.  They flew around a big pasture in Ohio.  Neighbors saw them and talked about the flights.  In 1904 a group of newspaper reporters came to see for themselves.


Now, the Wright brothers were not daredevils.  They were very methodical and precise.  They did everything as well as they could.  They checked and tested and checked and tested again, each time they flew.  That made sense.


When the reporters arrived, the brothers were having mechanical problems with the plane.  The reporters stayed two days.  The Wright brothers wouldn’t fly on those days; the plane wasn’t ready.  The reporters left.  Some wrote that the Wright brothers were fakes.


One writer did stay and see them fly.  He was the editor of an apiary journal.  An apiary is a place where bees are raised for their honey.  Yes, you heard that right: the first long article about the Wright brothers’ flight was in a beekeepers’ magazine!


In September of 1908, in Virginia, Orville showed Americans that people could fly.  He lifted his plane into the air and swung around an army field one and a half times before he landed.  The crowd of watchers rushed forward “screaming as loudly as they could, overwhelmed by the miracle that had taken place before their eyes.”


Try to imagine that scene in 1908.  For thousands and thousands of years, men and women looked at birds and dreamed that they too could lift themselves into the air.  Some tried.  Mythical Icarus, back in ancient days, took birds’ feathers and a frame and made something like a hang glider.  But when he soared into the air the sun melted the wax that held the feathers and Icarus fell into the sea.  Others, who we know were real, had built gliders, or hot-air balloons that floated on the wind.  What the Wrights did was different.  They didn’t depend on the wind.  They used their intelligence to build a machine that conquered the skies.  They solved the problem of flight.  Now everyone believed it – people could fly!
Listening Comprehension Test for the 11th form Students

Questions 1 through 10 (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false).

1. People have always believed that man can fly.

2. Orville and Wilbur Wright owned a shop that sold and repaired bicycles.

3. They were the first men to fly because they were very lucky.

4. The Outer Banks are islands that run along the Carolina coast.

5. Orville and Wilbur were comprehensive students of flight.

6. Orville sat on the wing when flying his first flight.

7. The brothers were pleased with what the reporters wrote about their first flight.

8. The first long article about the Wright brothers’ flight was in an apiary journal.

9. In Virginia, Orville flew around an Army field 2 times to prove he could fly.

10. The Wright brothers’ depended on the wind to help them fly their plane.

Questions 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet choose the correct letter A, B, C, or D)

11. Orville and Wilbur…

A. graduated from high school.

B. didn’t finish high school.

C. graduated from vocational school.

D. the article doesn’t say.

12. Their first flight was…

A. at Dayton, Ohio.

B. at Kitty Hawk.

C. at Norfolk Virginia.

D. in a big pasture.

13. The Lost Colony was established…

A. in the 18th Century.

B. to bring tourists to the area.

C. in the 17th Century.

D. the article doesn’t say.

14. The Wright brothers were…

A. Methodists.

B. medical.

C. methodical.

D. merry.

15. Orville got to fly the plane first because…

A. he won the coin toss.

B. he could run faster than Wilbur.

C. he had more courage than Wilbur did.

D. he convinced Wilbur he should be first.

16. The newspaper article that appeared about their first flight…

A. was also carried by many other newspapers.

B. pleased Orville and Wilbur very much.

C. was talked about by everyone.

D. had most of the details wrong.

17. You could describe the Wright brothers as…

A. daredevils when it came to flying.

B. very thorough about everything having to do with flying.

C. men who enjoyed arguing with reporters.

D. being from Kitty Hawk.

18. The Wrights did NOT work in which U.S. state?

A. Nevada
B. North Carolina
C. Virginia
D. Ohio
19. The flight by Orville and Wilbur Wright took place approximately…

A. 86 years ago.

B. 125 years ago.

C. 186 years ago.

D. 200 years ago.

20. You could describe Icarus as…

A. a brave man.

B. having flown successfully.

C. having built a glider.

D. a mythical character.
Speaking Comprehension Test the 11th form
Directions:
In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1. Journalism is a vital and challenging profession.
•
Why is journalism important?
•
If you were a journalist, what kinds of news stories would you enjoy reporting about?
•
Who would be the first person you would interview and why?
2. Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their home country.
•
Why do some students study abroad?
•
How could studying abroad be viewed as a waste of time?
•
How can a student make the most out of his or her time abroad?
3.
Choosing a career path can be a difficult decision.
•           What should be one's motivation in choosing a career path?
•
When you have a family to support, is it fair to choose a job that gives you personal satisfaction even if the salary is lower than other available jobs?
•           How can people balance their professional and personal lives?
4.
Franklin D. Roosevelt declared, «The only thing we have to fear is fear itself»
•
What do you think of this quote?
•
What phobias do you have?
•
How do you handle fear?
5.
«Don't judge a book by its cover» is a popular English idiom.
•          How do you interpret this phrase?
•           Describe a time when you misjudged someone or something based on appearances.

•           What value do you think our culture places on appearances, and is it appropriate? xplain.

6.
Tattoos and body piercings are becoming more and more popular. Many people with tattoos and piercings believe that such body art helps them express their inner personalities.
•          What are some arguments against tattoos and body piercings?
•          Do you like tattoos and body piercings? Why or why not?

•          If you had to choose one body art to express your personality, what would it be and why?

7.
Many families in Ukraine grow their own food, but in many parts of the world people buy
the majority of their food from supermarkets.
•         What are the benefits of growing your own food?

•          Why do some people prefer to buy all their food from stores?

•            If you had a garden and could only plant three things, what would they be and why? 
8. It has been said that «not everything that is learned is contained in books»
•    Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books.
•   In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?
•   What is one skill you have learned without books? Describe a time when it helped
you.
9. Globalization describes the process by which regional economies, societies, and cul​tures connect through communication, transportation, and trade. This process has sped up greatly over the last two decades.
•   What advances in communication have caused globalization to speed up?
•  What roles have travel played in the globalization of world economies?
• How can globalization positively affect different countries? How can it negatively af​fect them?
10. Much effort has been made lately to rid the world of nuclear weapons.
•  Is this a positive development?

•  Whom does it benefit and whom does it harm?

•  How could this be accomplished and what are potential obstacles?

11.
Websites, magazines, and television shows are free to say almost anything about celebrities and public figures — even if it's not true.
•   Is this practice fair?
•   Why is the public so fascinated with the private details of famous people's lives?

•   Would you be willing to trade privacy for fame? Explain your reasons.

12.
Some people believe that violent films and video games make our society more violent.
•    Do you think there is a connection between violence in the media and violence in real life?

•    Should there be greater restrictions on portraying violence in films and games?

•    Do you enjoy watching films or playing video games that have violent content?

13.
Social networking websites like Vkontakte and Facebook are incredibly popular, but some are concerned that young people are being too free with their personal information.
•   What information about yourself are you comfortable with sharing on the Internet?

•   Do you think people are being careless about their private lives?

•   What are the possible consequences, good or bad, of so much online sharing?

14.
In the United States, it's common for private schools to accept only boys or only girls.
•    What do you think are the positive aspects of single-sex education? What are the negative aspects?

•    Would you like to attend an all-girls or all-boys school? Why or why not?

•    If a school denied admission to a student based on race, it would be discrimination. How is sex different, if at all?

15.
Some educators value math and science more than the humanities (e.g. literature, music,
and history).
•    Why do you think they feel this way and do you agree with them? Explain.

•    What would life be without the arts?

•    Should everyone be required to study them? Why?

16.
Stereotypes are generalized descriptions that are said to be true about all members of
a certain group.
•    Are stereotypes good or bad? Provide examples.

•    How do they arise and where do they come from?

•    How can they influence people?

17.
Each year the worlds of sports, journalism, and pop culture pay great attention to var​ious high-profile, international athletic competitions such as the World Cup, Australian Open, and the Olympic Games. Countries spend millions of dollars vying for the op​portunities to host these events.
•    In your opinion, is it good or bad that Ukraine will jointly host EuroCup 2012 with Poland?
•   Who do you anticipate coming to Ukraine for the tournament? How will they be re​ceived?
•    What benefits will Ukraine reap from the competition? Will it have been worth the money and work?
18.
With all the pressures of the modern world, time is an important factor in our lives today.
How does time impact your life?
•         Do you have enough time to do all the things you'd like to do in your life?

•         How do you prioritize your time to accomplish the things that are most important to you?

•        Do you follow a strict schedule and calendar, or do you «take life as it comes»? What are the advantages and disadvantages of your approach?

19.
Text messaging has become so ubiquitous that there are even contests in which money
is given away to the «texter» who sends the fastest SMSs. Many people have mobile
phones which offer quick and inexpensive access to the internet where they can frequently update their profiles to let everyone know what they're doing.
•       How has this ability to almost instantaneously share information changed our lives?

•      What are the advantages and disadvantages of being able to get immediate updates on our acquaintances' lives?

•       Tell about a situation where the ability to find or share information quickly has hurt  I you or someone you know.

20.     We all try to avoid illness through healthy daily habits and diets. When we get ill, most
of us go to the doctor for advice or prescription medicines.
•        What preventative measures do you take to maintain your health?

•        How do different cultures approach health care? Compare and contrast Ukrainian health care with another culture.

•        In your opinion, do people rely too much on pharmaceuticals?















