The 8th Form
Writing Comprehension

Choose one of the suggested topics and comment on it.

1.  Which person has had the greatest influence on your life? Why was this person influential? What did this person teach you? Would you like to be like him/her?
2. What is the biggest problem in your town/city or village? How does this problem affect people's lives? How could this problem be solved? Whom would you ask to help you solve the problem? 
3. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Explain the reasons for your choice.

The 8th Form 

Reading Comprehension

 Read about Jake returning to his hometown after being abroad for ten years. Then answer T (true) or F (false) to the questions.
I have returned to my hometown of Wilson Creek after an absence of 10 years.

So many things have changed around here. When I left Wilson Creek, there was a small pond on the right as you left town. They have filled in this pond and they have built a large shopping mall there. A new post office has also been built just across from my old school.

There is a baseball stadium on the outskirts of Wilson Creek which has been changed completely. They have now added a new stand where probably a few thousand people could sit. It looks really great.

The biggest changes have taken place in the downtown area. They have pedestrianised the centre and you can't drive there anymore. A European-style fountain has been built and some benches have also been added along with a grassy area and a new street cafe.

My street looks just the same as it always has but a public library has been built in the next street along. There used to be a great park there but they have cut down all the trees which is a pity. The library now has a large green area in front of it but it's not the same as when the park was there.

Another improvement is the number of new restaurants that have opened in Wilson Creek. A Chinese and an Italian restaurant have opened in the town centre and a Mexican restaurant has opened near my home. Which is where I am going tonight!
1. Jake's school doesn't exist anymore.

2. They have improved the baseball stadium.

3. Jake likes the new-look baseball stadium.

4. It's only possible to reach the downtown area on foot.

5. The buildings in the centre of the town look European.

6. Jake's street hasn't changed much.

7. He is sad about the park being ruined.

8. Jake is going to eat Italian food tonight.

9. There is a baseball stadium in the city centre.

10. The biggest changes have taken place in the city centre.
2. Read the article and for questions 11-20, choose the best answer, A, B, C or D.
WHAT DO THE STARS EAT?

Film stars are everyone's favourite subject. People love to talk about what they're wearing, who they're dating, and how much money they make. But have you ever wondered about what they eat?

Chefs on film sets have the answers. "Every actor has different eating habits," says chef John Sharp. "Some stars love meat, while others are strict vegetarians who don't eat meat, eggs, or fish. Some stars love junk food, while others are constantly on a diet and eat only healthy foods."

Ninety-nine per cent of the time, actresses are on a diet and insist on eating only low-fat foods. During the filming of Now and Then, Demi Moore ate nothing but Basmati rice, steamed baby spinach, green beans with lemon, and turkey sandwiches. During the filming of Twister, Helen Hunt only ate low-calorie foods, including poached eggs, dry toast, and steamed brown rice with vegetables.

Other stars love to eat junk food, and never count calories during their meals. Eddie Murphy's favourite food is Kentucky Fried Chicken. Whoopi Goldberg doesn't worry about how healthy her diet is, and loves fatty bacon sandwiches with lettuce, mayonnaise and lots of butter.

One thing for sure is that cooking for the stars is never easy, because they are often fussy eaters. "They want food fixed exactly the way they like it and always have something to complain about," says caterer Susan Tate. Bill Murray won't eat watermelon with seeds in it, and Mickey Rourke insists on freshly-squeezed carrot juice twice a day, but he won't drink it if it sits for more than six minutes.

Cooking for the stars is hard work, but few of these caterers ever think about changing jobs. "I love my work," says Susan Tate. "Where else can I see what Michelle Pfeiffer eats for breakfast or what Al Pacino has for a snack?
11. Vegetarians don’t eat…

A. junk food

B. vegetables

C. meat

D. healthy foods

12. Most actresses don’t eat…

E. low-fat foods

F. sandwiches

G. fatty foods

H. steamed vegetables

13. Who likes junk food?

a. Eddie Murphy

b. Demi Moore

c. Susan Tate

d. Bill Murray

14. Cooking for the stars is…

a. boring

b. difficult

c. easy

d. scary

15. Caterers from film sets should…

a. be fussy eaters

b. prepare only healthy food

c. change their job often

d. fix food the way each star likes it.

16. …doesn't worry about how healthy her diet is.
a. Eddie Murphy

b. Demi Moore

c. Susan Tate

d. Whoopi Goldberg.

17. … are everyone's favourite subject.
a. Music

b. Eating habits

c. Film stars

d. Cooking for the stars.

18. ... insists on freshly-squeezed carrot juice twice a day.
a. Eddie Murphy

b. Mickey Rourke

c. Susan Tate

d. Whoopi Goldberg.

19. Ninety-nine per cent of the time, actresses are

a. on a diet

b. hungry

c. angry

d. fussy eaters.

20. During the filming of Twister, Helen Hunt only ate

a. watermelon with seeds

b. dry toast

c. fatty bacon sandwiches

d. vegetables
The 8th Form 

Listening Comprehension

Directions: In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

His name was Fleming, and he was a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while trying to make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby boy. He dropped his tools and ran to the boy. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the boy from what could have been a slow and terrifying death. 

The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman’s place. An elegantly dressed nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy farmer Fleming had saved.

„I want to repay you”, said the nobleman. „You saved my son’s life”. „No, I can’t accept payment for what I did”, the Scottish farmer replied, waving off the offer. At that moment, the farmer’s son came to the door of the family hovel. „Is that your son?” the nobleman asked. „Yes”, the farmer replied proudly. „I’ll make you a deal. Let me take him and give him a good education. If the fellow is anything like his father, he’ll grow to a man you can be proud of”.

And that he did. In time, farmer Fleming’s son graduated from St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin.

Years afterward, the nobleman’s son was close to death from pneumonia. What saved him?

Penicillin. The name of the nobleman? Lord Randolph Churchill. His son’s name? Sir Winston Churchill.


Listening Comprehension Test For the 8th form Students

Questions 1 through 10 (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false).

	1. 
	The text mainly tells about ordinary events in history.
	+
	-

	2. 
	At the beginning of the story, the farmer was bathing in a river.
	+
	-

	3. 
	There must have been an accident with a little boy.
	+
	-

	4. 
	The action takes place nowadays.
	+
	-

	5. 
	The farmer’s children were all girls.
	+
	-

	6. 
	The little boy’s father wanted to give the farmer a sum of money.
	+
	-

	7. 
	The farmer seemed to know the importance of knowledge.
	+
	-

	8. 
	The nobleman’s prediction did not come true.
	+
	-

	9. 
	The boy glorified his family name.
	+
	-

	10. 
	Sometimes wonderful coincidences happen in life.
	+
	-


STOP. WAIT FOR THE SECOND READING OF THE TEXT
Questions 11 through 20 (choose the correct letter A, B, C or D)
11. It may be inferred from the text that the Fleming family lived:
a) in the USA

                                    b) in Scotland 

 c) in Wales                           

            d) outside Great Britain
12. The farmer must have been...
a) kind and wealthy        


b) noble and proud   

c) hardly able to make ends meet

d) idle and suspicious

13. One can make a conclusion that the saved boy’s father was: 

a) a successful farmer            


b) a good hunter 

c) an aristocrat



d) a beggar

14. The farmer’s son must have been...
a) worth pride               b) a wonder kid              c) a nobleman

d) from Ireland

15. The nobleman’s offer was:

a) rather stupid          b) just and generous      c) not worth considering
d) never accepted

16. After receiving his education, young Fleming was supposed to:
a) work with customers       b) sell medicines       c) look for criminals      d) treat patients 

17. Alexander Fleming discovered:
a) a penny ceiling   b) a pan sealing 

c) penicillin            d) pennies while pealing

18. Fleming’s discovery made him: 

a) cruel and dangerous       

 b) famous worldwide 

c) thrilling and exciting
             d) quite boring

19. The word „sir” before Fleming’s name may mean that he:
a) became as noble as Churchill           
b) came from Syracuse 

c) performed in a circus
 

d) was a sergeant in the British Army 

20. One can infer from the text that:
a) the Flemings and the Churchills were close friends

b) Alexander Fleming may not necessarily have seen Winston Churchill after the childhood accident

c) Winston Churchill almost died from the medicines given by Fleming

d) Alexander Fleming was Winston Churchill’s personal doctor.
Speaking Comprehension Test for the 8th form
Directions:

In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.

1. A well known proverb states: «When in Rome, do as the Romans do» What does this mean? Do you agree or disagree?

2. Should uniforms be worn in school? Explain advantages and disadvantages of wearing uniforms.

3. If you could become a character from any book or play that you have read, who would that character be?

4. Is organized tour the best way of learning about the world? Explain advantages and disadvantages of such kind of travel?

5. What would happen if there were no television? Why would this be good/ bad?

6. Describe the social and professional activities that give you the most opportunity to speak English.

7. What would you say to persuade your parents that the music you listen to is worth listening to?

8. When people from other countries visit our country, how do they see Ukrainians?

9. How do mobile phones truly improve the quality of life of those who use them?

10.You are having a meeting with American sportsmen. Ask them about the most popular kinds of sport in the USA and say whether you play the same games in Ukraine.

11.Describe the moral, or lesson, that you have learned from your favourite story? How do books influence your behaviour?

12.It's Sunday. You see your friend hurrying somewhere. Ask him about his plans for the day off and suggest your way of spending it.

13. In the past, sports were activities that people did for fun in their free time. This has changed a lot in recent years. Tell about some things that have changed.

14. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why?

15. What are the most important components of a healthy lifestyle? How do you keep yourself healthy?

16. Do you believe that the majority of youth in Ukraine prefers watching TV to reading? What benefits, if any, does reading provide that watching TV does not?

17. A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or a pet) can contribute to a child's development. What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why?

18. Many pupils dream of travelling to other countries. Imagine that you have to choose one country, not your native country, where you will go to live for a long time. Where will you go? Why?

19. You are given a chance to choose the route about Great Britain. What parts of this country would you recommend to see and express your own preferences bearing in mind your devotion to literature.

20. Many of the best athletes in the world earn extremely high salaries for both playing sport and for advertisements. Do you think this is fair?















