The 9th Form
Writing Comprehension

Choose one of the suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information causes problems. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific examples to justify your opinion.
2. Woodrow Wilson once said, “Friendship is the only cement that will hold the world together.” Do you agree? Why or why not? How can this be applied to global politics? How can this be applied to your personal life? What personal qualities do you think will help to form a deep and lasting friendship?

3. Nearly every nation in the world has its own flag, anthem, and emblem. What purpose do these national symbols serve? Do you identify with any national symbols? What are the advantages and disadvantages of having national symbols? What person in your opinion is a symbol of Ukrainian national pride?
The 9th Form 

Reading Comprehension

Read the text and then decide if statements below are T (true) and F (false).
Take the stress out of shopping

The holiday season is one of the most stressful times of the year, especially when it comes to shopping. Shoppers are faced with long queues at the tills, last minute shopping trips and midnight gift wrapping. If you want to enjoy the holidays and experience less stress this year, here are a few simple holiday shopping tips. The first step to successful gift shopping is to make a list of who you need to buy presents for. You also need to know what type of gift you would like to give each person, as this will help you save both time and money. The next step is to decide where you want to do your shopping. If you are going to a shopping centre, make sure you have already decided which shops you want to visit. This will help cut down on the time you have to spend on your shopping trip as well as keeping you from wandering around window shopping. If possible try to do your shopping on weekdays, or if you have to do it on the weekends, go early in the morning to avoid the crowds. Another tip is to stock up on basic items, such as wrapping paper, ribbon, tape, cards and tags, before the season rush begins as the selection is usually better and the shops are not as crowded. It's also a good idea to buy some spare presents, for example candles or chocolates, and pre-wrap them, as this can save you from embarrassing moments and last-minute trips to the shops for people you have forgotten. Finally, make sure that you save all your sales receipts in an envelope, just in case something needs to be returned or exchanged. Also make sure that you check each shop's policy on returning items as this will help you, or the people you are buying for, to avoid getting stuck with an unsuitable or unwanted gift.

If all of this sounds like too much hard work, then, thanks to modern technology, many of us have the option of doing all our shopping on the Internet, without ever having to leave home. Many shopping sites will even wrap your gifts, include a personalised card and ship them directly to your relatives and friends.

No matter how you do your shopping, it's important not to lose sight of the fact that you are buying gifts to show your love and affection for friends and family. At times like these it is easy to forget that it's the thought that counts, not the gift.

1. The holiday season can be very tiring.

2. Holiday shopping can be made easier.

3. It's important to make a list of how much you want to spend. 

4. You should take the time to gо window shopping.

5. The best time to go shopping is at the weekend. 

6. It's best to buy wrapping paper and cards before you buy your gifts. 

7. Buying spare presents can save you money. 

8. Make sure you can return or exchange items before you buy them.

9. Shopping on the Internet is hard work. 

10. Internet gifts can be delivered already wrapped.

2. Read the article about Holi. For questions 11-20, choose the correct answer: A, B, C or D.
Many people know about the Hindu festival Diwali, as it is probably the most famous one, but have you ever heard of Holi? This is a spring celebration, connected with the moon and - in Western India only - with the wheat harvest. It is celebrated on the day of the full moon, either in February or March.

As with most Indian festivals, there are regional custom variations throughout India. Where my family and I live, we always build a bonfire. We sort out all the objects associated with what is not wanted from the previous year so that they can be thrown onto the fire. You see our New Year begins immediately after Holi. We also prepare coloured water and powders to throw at each other on the day. For this reason, it is advisable not to wear your best clothes for Holi! It is a very funny thing to see, but so is the day itself; it is dedicated to the god Krishna and it is characterised by laughter and jollity. That's why people throw coloured water and powders in all colours of the rainbow at each other. The streets look as if there was an explosion in a paint factory!

Of course, despite its joyful character, the day has a more serious side too. The burning of objects in the bonfire symbolises getting yourself clean and ready for the New Year. That's why people pay or forgive debts, become friends and forgive each other and generally try to forget and leave behind any fights or anything negative from the old year. Holi is a festival which ends the year on a happy note and begins the New Year on a fresh, hopeful one. It makes us all feel better for having celebrated it.

11. According to the writer, Holi is             A  not a Hindu Festival.

B   the most famous Hindu Festival. 

C  very similar to Diwali. 

D   less famous than Diwali.

12.  Holi is usually celebrated                     A whenever there is a full moon.

B in February or March.

C at the same time as Diwali.

D in Western India.

13. Holi   A
is celebrated in different ways around India. 

 B   
is only celebrated where the writer lives. 

 C   
is not at all similar to other Indian Festivals. 

 D
is not very popular in the area where the writer lives.

14. Coloured water           A
is thrown onto the bonfire by people. 

B
is used to colour people's clothes. 

C
is thrown by people at each other. 

D
explodes from paint factories.

15. Holi is described as

A
a festival which is fun but has a serious aspect too. 

B

a typical New Year's Day Festival. 

C

a very serious occasion. 

D
a really funny celebration without any particular meaning.

16. People burn objects in the bonfire

A
so that they can have good luck in the New Year. 

B

to celebrate god Krishna. 

C

only for fun.

D
as a symbol of leaving all bad things behind.

17. People try to repair debt and forgive others

A
because they want to get clean before the beginning of another year

B

not to have paint thrown at them

C

to have good whet harvest next year

D
because only then they can make a bonfire

18. The Holi festival

A
marks the beginning of a New year

B

is dedicated to the god Krishna

C

is the time when paint factories explode

D
helps people to forget about their debts

19. The Holi festival is celebrated

A
in winter before New Year

B

on the day of winter solstice

C

on the day of full moon in February or March

D
together with Diwali

20. On the day of the festival people usually

A
return debts

B

burn things that are associated with something bad

C

throw coloured water and powders at each other

D
do all of the above

The 9th Form 

Listening Comprehension

Directions: In this test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 20 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 10 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 11 through 20 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

 “The Box of Robbers” from American Fairy Tales by L. Frank Baum

No one intended to leave Martha alone that afternoon, but it happened that everyone was called away, for one reason or another. Mrs. McFarland was attending the weekly card party held by the Women's Anti-Gambling League. Papa was at the office, as usual. As for Emeline, she certainly should have stayed in the house and looked after the little girl; but Emeline had a restless nature. 


"Would you mind, miss, if I just cross the alley to speak a word to Mrs. Carleton's girl?" she asked Martha. 


"'Course not," replied the child. "You'd better lock the back door, though, and take the key, for I shall be upstairs." 


"Oh, I'll do that, of course, miss," said the delighted maid, and ran away to spend the afternoon with her friend, leaving Martha quite alone in the big house, and locked in. 


The little girl read a few pages in her new book and started to "play visiting" with her four favorite dolls. Then she remembered that in the attic was a doll's playhouse that hadn't been used for months, so she decided she would dust it and put it in order. 


Filled with this idea, the girl climbed the winding stairs to the big room under the roof. It was well lit by three windows and was warm and pleasant. Around the walls were rows of boxes and trunks, piles of old carpeting and pieces of damaged furniture. Every well-regulated house has an attic of this sort, so I need not describe it. 


The doll's house had been moved, but after a search Martha found it away over in a corner near the big chimney. 


She drew it out and noticed that behind it was a black wooden chest which Uncle Walter had sent over from Italy years and years ago – before Martha was born, in fact. Mamma had told her about it one day; how there was no key to it, because Uncle Walter wished it to remain unopened until he returned home; and how this wandering uncle, who was a mighty hunter, had gone into Africa to hunt elephants and had never been heard from afterwards. The little girl looked at the chest curiously, now that it had by accident attracted her attention. 


It was quite big. It was heavy, too, for when Martha tried to lift one end of it she found she could not stir it a bit. But there was a place in the side of the cover for a key. She stooped to examine the lock, and saw that it would take a rather big key to open it. 


Then, as you may suspect, the little girl longed to open Uncle Walter's big box and see what was in it. For we are all curious, and little girls are just as curious as the rest of us. 


"I don't believe Uncle Walter'll ever come back," she thought. "Papa said once that some elephant must have killed him. If I only had a key – " . She stopped and clapped her little hands together gaily as she remembered a big basket of keys on the shelf in the linen closet. They were of all sorts and sizes; perhaps one of them would unlock the mysterious chest! 


She flew down the stairs, found the basket and returned with it to the attic. Then she sat down before the brass-studded box and began trying one key after another in the curious old lock. Some were too large, but most were too small. One would go into the lock but would not turn; another stuck so fast that she feared for a time that she would never get it out again. But at last, when the basket was almost empty, an oddly-shaped, ancient brass key slipped easily into the lock. With a cry of joy Martha turned the key with both hands; then she heard a sharp "click," and the next moment the heavy lid flew up of its own accord! 


The little girl leaned over the edge of the chest an instant, and the sight that met her eyes caused her to start back in amazement. 


Slowly and carefully a man unpacked himself from the chest, stepped out upon the floor, stretched his limbs and then took off his hat and bowed politely to the astonished child. 


He was tall and thin and his face seemed badly tanned or sunburnt. 


Then another man emerged from the chest, yawning and rubbing his eyes like a sleepy schoolboy. He was of middle size and his skin seemed as badly tanned as that of the first. 


While Martha stared open-mouthed at the remarkable sight a third man crawled from the chest. He had the same complexion as his fellows, but was short and fat. 


All three were dressed in a curious manner. They wore short jackets of red velvet braided with gold, and knee trousers of sky-blue satin with silver buttons. Over their stockings were laced wide ribbons of red and yellow and blue, while their hats had broad brims with high, peaked crowns, from which fluttered yards of bright-colored ribbons. 


They had big gold rings in their ears and rows of knives and pistols in their belts. Their eyes were black and glittering and they wore long, fierce mustaches, curling at the ends like a pig's tail.

 Listening Comprehension Test for the 9th form Students
Section 1. Statements 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, - if it is false).

1. Martha’s father doesn’t work a lot.

2. Martha didn’t want to be left alone in the house.

3. Martha first went to the attic to find a doll’s playhouse.

4. The author thought that Martha’s attic was very typical.

5. The doll’s house was in front of a black wooden chest.

6. Martha moved the chest before she opened it.

7. Most of the keys Martha tried in the lock were too big. 

8. The first man to step out of the chest did so politely.

9. The second man to step out of the chest was the fattest.

10. The men had weapons.

STOP. WAIT FOR THE SECOND READING OF THE TEXT
Section 2. Multiple choice.  For each question, listen to the story and decide which of the statements is the best answer.
Questions 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D).

11. Mrs. McFarland…

A. was gambling.

B. was working.

C. was playing cards.

D. had the day off.

12. Emeline was Martha’s…

A. sister.

B. mother.

C. friend.

D. maid.

13. All of these were in the attic EXCEPT…

A. rows of boxes. 

B. windows.

C. odds and ends.

D. a basket of keys.

14. The chest…

A. had never been in the attic before.

B. had recently been sent from Italy.

C. had been in the attic for many years.

D. had come from Africa many years ago.

15. According to the text, Uncle Walter was many things EXCEPT…

A. a mighty hunter.

B. an alligator wrestler.

C. a world traveler.

D. a victim of a horrible elephant attack.

16. Judging by the lock on the trunk, the key would have to be…

A. brass.

B. oddly-shaped.

C. long.

D. big.

17. The key that opened the chest was…

A. the first key Martha took out of the basket.

B. one of the first keys Martha took out of the basket.

C. one of the last keys left in the basket.

D. the last key left in the basket.

18. The men had …

A. dark skin and earrings.

B. short moustaches and rings on their fingers.

C. brown eyes and pig-tails.

D. plain clothes and swords.

19. The men’s clothing included…

A. red velvet trousers.

B. sky-blue jackets.

C. golden stockings.

D. hats with ribbons.

20. In this story, Martha is everything EXCEPT…

A. curious.

B. illogical.

C. independent.

D. amazed.

Speaking Comprehension Test for the 9th form
Directions:
In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1.
«By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail» is a popular saying. Describe a time when you spent a lot of time preparing for a project, job, or performance.
- How did you prepare?
- Were you successful because of your preparation?

 - Can people be successful without being prepared?
2.
Many famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year.
• Do you think these people deserve such high salaries?
•Why do you think they get paid such high salaries?
•Can anything be done to lower the salaries of athletes?
3.
A hero is traditionally a person who, in the face of danger, adversity or weakness, dis​plays  courage and the will for self sacrifice for some greater good for humanity.
• What traits define a hero for you?
• Does being in the right place in the right time make a hero or are people born that way?
• Who is your hero and why do you look up to them?
4.
Many different languages are used around the world, even within a single country.
•What other languages would you want to learn to speak and why?
•How can language help connect people from different parts of the world?
•How would the world be different if only one language was spoken throughout  the world?
5.
Some argue that «street smarts» are more important than «book smarts».
•What are the most important lessons you've learned outside of school?
• Do the lessons we need in life come mostly from school, or not?

•What does it mean to have a «full» education?

6.
Robots are no longer a part of the distant future but instead they are slowly being incorporated into daily life. Robots are designed to complete tasks more efficiently than humans.
•
Would you ever purchase a robot?
•
What would you want your robot to do for you?
•
What are the advantages and disadvantages of living with robots?
7.
Ukrainian students typically wear uniforms to school but not all children are happy about this.
•            Do you think schools should require students to wear uniforms?
•             Is there a way to wear a uniform and still be fashionable?

•            What image of yourself do you try to convey through your clothes

8.
Scientist Charles Babbage proposed the idea of the computer in the 19th century, but no one imagined how much the device would change cur lives.
•          How do you think technology will change in the next 100 years?
•
What technologies would you like to see that do not yet exist?
•
What are some ways technology can negatively impact our lives?
9.
Many people look back on their childhood fondly and remember a favorite toy.
•           What was your favorite childhood toy and why?
•           What are the characteristics of a good toy? 
•           How do the toys of today compare to toys in the past? 
10. Everyone likes to relax in different ways. Some people even have a special place that only they    know about.
•
What special place do you like to go to for relaxation?
•
What does it look like?
•
What do you do there?
11.
Scientists recently announced that 2010 was the second-warmest year on record. Many people believe that this is a sign of global warming.
•
How is global warming changing our lives?
•         What changes are people in the world being forced to make in their lives because of global warming?
•
What can each person can do individually to help stop global warming?
12. Imagine that you are given the opportunity to turn back time. 
•           What time in your life would you want to re-experience?
•           Is there anything you would change in your past?

•           How do you think your present life would be affected by your journey to the past?

13.
You want to cook your favorite dish tonight for dinner.
•          What is your favorite dish and what ingredients are found in your dish?
•
What equipment and utensils will you need to cook your dish?
•
What steps will you have to take to make the dish?
14.
Describe the «house of your dreams»
•
What does your house look like?
•
What is your favorite room and what is in it?
•
Where in the world would your house be located?
15.
One complaint many students have is that they don't have enough control over their own education.
•
If you could teach a new class not normally taught in schools, what would it be?
•
What would this class teach and how would the students be graded?
•
How would you convince the teachers and director that students need this class?
16.
Every culture has different traditions and patterns for naming people. For example, most Ukrainians have very traditional names, but in America, people sometimes have unconventional names. Some celebrities even give their children strange names like «Apple» or «Moon Unit».
· Why did your parents сhoose your name?
· Should people be able to choose their own names?
· If so, how old should someone be before changing their name?

· If you could change your name to anything, what would it be and why?

17.
Fantasy books such as the Harry Potter and Twilight series have been very popu​lar for some years now.
•          Why do people like fantasy books? Are they targeted to one age group?

•          In your opinion, what is the most interesting genre of books? Explain what makes it more     interesting to you than the others.

•
If you could bring a character from a fantasy book to life, who would it be and why?
18.
A person you know is planning to visit your town or city.
•
During what season would you recommend him or her to visit and why?
•          What do you think this person would like and dislike about spending time in your town or city? Why?
•
What areas of interest would you show her or him first?
19.
Imagine you get to move into your own apartment tomorrow.
•
What five things would you put in your apartment first?
•            Do you think you would keep your apartment clean or messy? Why?
•          Would you invite anyone to live with you or would you stay there alone? Why?
20.
Imagine that you are given enough money to start your own business.
•         What type of business would you choose to open and what would you call it?

•         What would you need to open your own business in terms of space, employees, and supplies?

•          How would you advertise your new business?















